
Leadership Recruitment

Appointing the right leader is possibly the single most 

important decision an organisation can make to influence its 

future success. That’s why Navigate specialises in helping 

schools, academies and education providers recruit the very 

best talent.     

What makes Navigate different? Simple – it’s our people and our 

specialist knowledge.

We’re passionate about the sector, and for ten years we’ve led hundreds 

of appointments, with every type of school. We also recruit at system 

level, to senior roles in multi academy trusts, local authorities and other 

education providers.

With our unrivalled knowledge and networks, clients can be confident that 

we understand their world and will always put quality first. 

If you’d like to learn more about how Navigate can help you find your next 

leader – or you just need some advice – we’d love to talk.

Specialists in Education

“Navigate was instrumental in the appointment of our 

new Director of Education, Libraries and Adult 

Learning. They are a professional team and delivered 

an impressive campaign, from start to finish.  Most 

importantly, we got a great result. Through their 

headhunting activity they secured us a fantastic 

candidate we otherwise would not have attracted.”

Martin Reeves, Chief Executive, Coventry  

“Navigate were responsive from the outset and I was 

impressed with their level of candidate care. They 

ensured I had a clear understanding of the role and I 

felt well prepared for what was a challenging yet 

exciting process! I felt very well supported throughout 

the interview process and because of that I was able 

to perform at my best. Feedback was most helpful.  I 

was also delighted to be offered the position!”   

Tracy Ruddle, Director of Continuous School 

Improvement, Birmingham Education Partnership 

“What we like about Navigate is that they took the 

time to really understand our school and we felt 

confident that they could convey that to potential 

candidates. We’ve worked with them on recruitment 

at various levels and have been impressed with their 

responsiveness and professionalism. Their 

consultants are very personable and they are also 

practical and solution-focused.”  

Carol Kitson, CEO /Executive Principal, Abbey Multi 

Academy Trust
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Our Approach

Navigate works with clients to help them recruit the leaders they need 

to succeed. We’re focused on the outcome and will work to shape a 

service that delivers for you.

Listen

Sell

First we’ll meet, to gain an understanding of your organisation 

and the role. With a clear agenda, we’ll help you understand 

the recruitment market and support you to develop a job 

description and person specification, positioning the overall 

package. 

We’ll help you tell a compelling story and we’ll plan an advertising 

campaign that will reach the right candidates. We’ll build a dedicated 

recruitment website – giving candidates instant access to all the 

information they need and allowing us to track and follow interest 

throughout the campaign. 

As experts in sector search, we’ll conduct a professional headhunting 

campaign, reaching out to our established networks, professional 

sources and approaching fresh contacts. In doing so, we’ll build a 

comprehensive list of candidates – many of whom may not have been 

actively seeking a new role.

Search

We’ll keep you up to date throughout the campaign. At the end we’ll 

assess all applications and gather further information to help you 

make an evidence-based decision.  

We can then help as much or as little as you need – whether that’s 

carrying out initial interviews with candidates or designing and 

coordinating an entire two-day final panel process.

In all we do, we get the basics right; that means accurate paperwork, 

first-class candidate care and clarity throughout, it is important to us 

that everyone has a positive experience. 

Select
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